
 

 

Cross Party Group on Disability 
 

Sponsored by Mark Isherwood AM 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 
Wednesday, 13th June 2018 

12 noon - 11.30pm 
Conference Room B 

Ty Hywel, Cardiff Bay. 

 
Present: Mark Isherwood, Tracey Blockwell, Alison Tarrant, Councillor Mark 
Wilson, Jenny Hambridge, Melanie Warburton, Richard Ebley, Sandra 
Burton, Mark Wilson, Martin Griffiths, Sandra Morgan, Ian Chandler, Peter 
Jones, Samuel Stone, Huw Thomas, Zoe Richards, Rebecca Phillips, Rhian 
Davies, Miranda Evans, Kate Young, Babs Lewis, Martyn Jones, Kelly Stuart. 
 
Apologies: Simon Thomas, Owen Morgan, Jan Thomas, Llyr Gruffydd.  
 
1. AGM 
 
The group received an Annual Report for the period 2017-18.  
The Report was approved by all. 
 
Election of Officers. 
 
The group's first responsibility was to appoint the Secretary and Chair 
for the forthcoming year.  
 
Mark Isherwood AM was the only name put forward as Chair. 
The nomination was accepted by all. 
 
Proposed: Peter Jones 
Seconded: Martin Jones 
 
One nomination was received for the position of Secretary from Zoe 
Richards, Learning Disability Wales.  
The nomination was accepted by all. 
 
Proposed: Rhian Davies 
Seconded: Kate Young 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting 
 



 

 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as an accurate record. 
 
Proposed: Rhian Davies 
Seconded: Martin Jones 
3. Presentations:  
 
Housing and Disabled People, Wales’ Hidden Crisis - Equality and 
Human Rights Commission 
 
A representative from the Equality and Human Rights Commission spoke 
about their recent enquiry into housing for disabled people. By launching the 
enquiry, they wanted to understand the lived experience of disabled people in 
terms of housing and to what extent local authorities and housing providers 
are meeting their legal obligations. In wales, 21 out of the 22 councils 
responded to their survey. 
 
The outcome of the enquiry revealed that people’s right to independent living 
is not being met. Disabled people are feeling demorolised and frustrated by 
the housing system, there is a severe shortage of accessible housing, people 
are being placed in homes away from their family and friends, people are 
limited in their choices as to where they can live due to the shortage and 
people are spending a long time on a waiting list. 
 
He noted that the available data in Wales was particularly poor. However, the 
Welsh Government has refreshed the Wales Housing Survey, which hasn’t 
been conducted since 1998, and will be released in the autumn. 
 
He reported that Welsh Government plan to build 20,000 affordable homes by 
2021 yet there is no target within that figure of how many of those homes will 
be accessible. 
 
In Wales, it is estimated that by 2035 the number of people over 65 with 
mobility impairment will increase by 58% so urgent action is needed for future 
generations. The need to address the current situation is not being reflected 
in plans made by local authorities. From their survey, it is clear that only 1 out 
of the 22 authorities have set a percentage target for accessible, adaptable 
homes in their area. 
 
The Commission are concerned at the lack of data held by local authorities 
around disabled people’s housing requirements and knowledge of the stock 
they hold raising concerns around future planning. 
 
In terms of adaptations, disabled people reported that the system for applying 
for funding was complex and often included long waiting times. However, it 



 

 

was clear that having the correct adaptations can have a significant difference 
to someone's independent living. 
 
He stressed the importance of listening to disabled people. Local Authorities 
and housing providers must engage with disabled people at a strategic level. 
Only 55% of local authorities said they conducted an Equality and Impact 
Assessment on their local development plans. 
 
The Commission concluded that: 
 

- Better performance is needed from local authorities. 

- when people do have an accessible home or adaptation it can have a huge 
positive impact on their life. 

- the Councils and Governments should be more effective in engaging with 
disabled people. 

- more accessible and adaptable homes need to be built. 

- Welsh Government need to introduce a National Housing Strategy to 
ensure there is an adequate supply of accessible and adaptable homes.  

- Welsh Government to ensure all new homes built in Wales are built to 
Lifetime Homes standards and that 10% of all new homes across tenure 
are built to accommodate wheelchairs. 

- Local authorities and housing providers to address the hurdles and delays 
with the adaptation systems. 

- Welsh Government to provide additional funding to increase independent 
advice and information around housing for disabled people. 

 
The Commission are working with Tai Pawb to develop a toolkit for 
Councillors to improve scrutiny and raise awareness amongst elected 
members around housing and disabled people. 
 
They are also producing a toolkit for disabled people to make them more 
aware of their rights and the avenues of support and advice. 
 
They hope to launch both toolkits early July. 
 
MI suggested writing a supportive letter from CPGD to the Welsh 
Government  
 
All Wales Demential Initiative - A proposal for joined up integrated 
package of care for people with a learning disability who develop 
dementia - Shared Lives Cymru 
 



 

 

Representatives spoke about their All Wales Dementia Initiative. They are 
looking to resolve an issue around learning disability and the dementia care 
pathway. They are looking to produce a community model that enables 
people with a learning disability to remain as independent as possible in the 
community, for as long as possible. 
 
The initiative aims to improve the support for people with a learning disability 
who develop dementia and avoid crisis situations such as long stays in 
hospital. 
 
They are also working with the Royal College of Psychiatry and GPs to 
increase awareness and capacity for diagnosis and hopefully make changes 
to the Annual Health Check for people with a learning disability.  
 
They want to see people being supported to stay in their own homes for as 
long as possible, recognising that there may be the need to enter a specialist 
dementia care home but for that to be at the very end and not the beginning 
where it seems to be at the moment.  
 
The all encompassing, bespoke dementia pathway could be a relatively low 
cost solution and offer preventative solutions, information, training and access 
to learning disability specialists at a community level. 
 
They welcome input from other organisations and are seeking sponsorship 
from Assembly Members to develop the proposal. 
 
MI suggested approaching individual Assembly Members locally and 
regionally to seek their help and support. In addition, the CPGD will write a 
supporting letter to the Minister. 
 
MI offered to seek opportunities to raise questions in the Chamber or make a 
statement and suggested asking other Assembly Members also. 
 
MI also invited them to the Hospice and Palliative Care Cross Party Group, of 
which MI is chair.  
 
Update on the Independent Living Framework Review & UNCRDP 
Concluding Observations  
 
UNCRDP 
 
Rhian Davies gave an update on the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Disabled People. 
 



 

 

At the end of August, A report was issued and 77 recommendations were 
given to UK Government and devolved Governments to tackle the concerns. 
By the end of February, the UK Government had issued no formal response 
to the United Nations. 
 
As a result, the UK coalition of organisations monitoring the convention sent 
an open letter to the Prime Minister calling for a meeting and to formally 
respond to the Committee of Human Rights and Disabled People. A letter 
was received at the end of April from Sarah Newton, Minister for Disabled 
People. She welcomed the proposal for meeting to discuss how the 
government is implementing the concluding observations. The Coalition has 
accepted their offer of a meeting and await a date. 
 
Independent Living Framework 
 
In Wales, the Welsh Government’s main approach to fulfilling the 
Convention’s obligations is through the Framework for Action on Independent 
Living which was first published back in 2013. 
 
At the last meeting, it was agreed that the revised Framework will come in 
two parts, a high level document re-iterating Welsh Government’s 
commitment to the Convention and an action plan which will be updated 
annually setting out key actions Welsh Government is taking forward. 
 
The document will be re-titled ‘Action on Disability, the Right to Independent 
Living’ and will be finalised over the summer. A public consultation will follow 
in the autumn. The Framework will be the focus of Disability Wales’ Annual 
Conference on 12th October in North Wales and will be attended by Leslie 
Griffiths AM who will address her remarks to the revised framework.  
 
4. Future meetings. 
 
All dates and venues are to be confirmed. 
 
October 16th 2018 - Cross Party Group on Disability, Cross Party Group on 
Older People and Cross Party Group on Housing coming together to discuss 
the recommendations from the Housing and Disabled People, Wales’ Hidden 
Crisis report. 
 
December 5th 2018 - Cross Party Group on Autism and Cross Party Group 
on Disability come together to discuss transport issues. 
 
December (date to be confirmed) - Cross Party Group on Disability meeting 
in North Wales 
 



 

 

 
5. Any other business 
 
Powys County Council Consultation on payment for parking for blue 
badge holders in Powys. 
 
Disability poverty has been raised at several CPGD meetings and the 
Secretary suggested this be the theme for the North Wales meeting. 
 
Rhian Davies suggested the Bevan Foundation as a potential speaker to 
discuss their programme of work on employment and poverty. 
 
Actions: 
 
Action 1: CPGD to write a letter to the Welsh Government in support of the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission's enquiry into housing for disabled 
people. 
 
Action 2: MI to seek opportunities to raise questions in the Chamber in 
support of the all-Wales dementia initiative. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


